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	PART  1: Comments



	
	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.
	Author’s Feedback (Please correct the manuscript and highlight that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript is highly significant for the scientific community as it provides recent field data on soil contamination in industrial areas of Nigeria, contributing to a better understanding of industrial pollution impacts on the environment. It also supports environmental policymaking to mitigate persistent organic pollutants. The use of advanced techniques such as GC-MS ensures reliable and applicable results for future research.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	The current title is appropriate and accurately reflects the content. However, an alternative, more descriptive title could be:

Suggested Title:
"Assessment of PAH and PCB Congeners in Soil from Industrial Sites in Rivers State, Nigeria: Environmental and Health Implications"

	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is generally comprehensive, but it could benefit from including key numerical findings and more clearly stating the environmental and health implications.

Suggested Improvement:
Add specific PAH and PCB concentration ranges in the abstract and explicitly mention which site showed the highest contamination levels.


	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The manuscript is scientifically sound, employing standard and reliable methods such as Soxhlet extraction and GC-MS analysis, enhancing the credibility of the findings.
I noticed that there is insufficient discussion of the topic in the manuscript. It is important to include a discussion section that outlines the environmental and health implications of soil contamination with PAHs and PCBs, supported by comparisons with studies from other regions or countries. Ideally, the references used should be recent to enhance the understanding of the true causes of soil contamination and the potential harm caused by these compounds, especially in the context of industrial activities.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	Most of the references in the manuscript are outdated and should be updated. It would be beneficial to include more recent sources, particularly from the last three years.

It is essential to include up-to-date references for the methods used in the study, especially in the following areas:

· Sample Preparation
· Sample Extraction
· Determination of PAH in Soil Samples
· Determination of PCB in Soil Samples
Updating the references in these sections to reflect the latest developments in environmental analysis techniques is crucial. Additionally, more references should be included in the results and discussion sections to contextualize the findings in terms of environmental and health implications.


	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The English is understandable but would benefit from grammatical and stylistic improvements to meet scholarly communication standards.
	

	Optional/General comments
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	Reviewer’s comment
	Author’s comment (if agreed with reviewer, correct the manuscript and highlight that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in details)
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