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	PART  1: Comments



	
	Reviewer’s comment
	Author’s Feedback (Please correct the manuscript and highlight that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript is significant for the scientific community as it provides valuable insights into identifying spot blotch-resistant barley genotypes, a critical step in managing yield-limiting disease like spot blotch or foliar blight. By identifying resistant recombinants, the study offers essential resources for breeding programs, contributing to the development of resilient barley varieties and ensuring sustainable productivity in spot blotch-prone regions (especially Uttar Pradesh)
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	NO,
Suggested alternate title:
1. Identification of spot blotch-resistant parents and recombinants in barley (Hordeum vulgare L.) for Eastern Uttar Pradesh
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is comprehensive and provides a detailed overview of the study's objectives, methodology, and results. However, it could be further refined for better clarity, conciseness, and impact.

A. Suggestions for Additions:
i.  Emphasis on the objectives of the research: Include a clear and succinct statement of the study's primary objectives at the beginning.

                For example: "This study aimed to identify resistant barley    lines/genotypes (Hordeum vulgare L.) for spot blotch disease caused by Bipolaris sorokiniana." 
               Also, mention the group pathogens (fungus, bacteria, viruses, or something else)
ii. Key Findings: Highlight the significance of the findings, such as the potential for resistant genotypes to improve barley breeding.

Such as: "The identified resistant genotypes/ lines can be pivotal in     breeding programs aimed at enhancing spot blotch resistance."
iii. Future Implications: Briefly mention how the findings could influence future research or crop improvement strategies. Your identified resistant recombinant is not fixed i.e. homozygous so mention the future research program where it may used. 
iv. Correction in Keywords: Write keywords in place of Key Word.
Major Keywords like: Barley, Hulled, Hulless, Spot blotch, 

segregants, disease resistance 
B. Suggestions for Deletions

i. Repetition: Avoid repeated mentions of "Rabi" seasons and generation details where not necessary. The core information about key activities during different seasons can be summarized in the abstract.
ii. Excessive Detail on Methodology: While it is important to mention the methodology, specifics such as "double-digit scale based on percent blighted area on the flag leaf and one leaf just below the flag leaf" could be summarized to make room for more impactful insights.
iii. One leaf just below the flag leaf: Replace the same with the word penultimate leaf.

	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Yes
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	No                                                                                                              
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	No, 
Many minor grammatical mistakes need to be improved.
	

	Optional/General comments


	You are hereby suggested to include the following recent references to improve the quality of the manuscript.

1. Your research work was conducted earlier (2016–2018) and has now been submitted as a paper. No issue but mention the references up to 2024. Much paper has been published on it.
2. No explanation about the pathogen, yearly yield lost due to it. 
3. Materials and methods are poorly written.
a. How to raise the crossing block with size.
b. Nothing about replication of parents and progeny lines.
c. Disease scoring in a natural condition or created an epiphytotic condition i.e. artificial inoculation.
d. AUDPC has been calculated to determine the resistant and suitable lines; why do you follow the Kumar et al 1998 technique?
4. In all tables date of the first appearance of the disease is mentioned. Change it to the number of days. 
5. Among one seventy-four genotypes, none was found immune (score 00-01).  You have not repeated the trial multilocation and multi-year how can we say these are immune lines?
6. No. of references are very less which means not read, the findings of other scientists.
7. Improve citations in the introduction and discussion. The result is good but not discussed properly.
8. In the abstract why did you mention more about susceptible lines while working for resistance? [out of all cross combinations tested, eighty-six genotypes were found moderately resistant, fifty-one moderately susceptible, fourteen susceptible, and ten resistants during the crop season.]
9. The conclusion portion is also not clear: risk-prone salt-affected soil, which may prove beneficial for the formers. 
10. Lots of grammatical mistakes in the whole manuscript.

Impression: Needs to improve accordingly.

	


	PART  2: 



	
	Reviewer’s comment
	Author’s comment (if agreed with reviewer, correct the manuscript and highlight that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in details)
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