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	PART  1: Comments



	
	Reviewer’s comment
Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.
	Author’s Feedback (Please correct the manuscript and highlight that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript offers a timely and comprehensive literature-based analysis of the persistent academic achievement gap between urban and rural students, focusing on the context of China. It is significant for the scientific community as it synthesizes recent research (2019–2024) to elucidate the multifaceted influences—teacher quality, resource allocation, socioeconomic status, and cultural context—on educational outcomes. By connecting policy analysis with practical recommendations, the paper not only advances scholarly understanding of educational equity but also provides a robust foundation for future comparative research and policy interventions. The thematic approach and critical evaluation of policy effectiveness are particularly valuable for stakeholders aiming to address educational disparities at both national and global levels
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	The current title, "Factors Affecting Academic Achievement Gap amongst Urban and Rural Students in Education," accurately reflects the manuscript's scope and objectives. It is concise, descriptive, and does not require modification
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is generally comprehensive, clearly outlining the study's focus and summarizing key findings. To further enhance clarity, it is recommended to explicitly mention the research design (literature review) and succinctly state the principal findings. For example, include a phrase such as: “The literature review reveals that disparities in teacher quality, resource allocation, and policy implementation are central to the urban-rural achievement gap in China.” This will ensure coherence between the stated objectives and the summarized results
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The manuscript is scientifically robust and technically sound. The literature is thematically structured, and the arguments are logical, evidence-based, and supported by recent, high-quality peer-reviewed sources. The critical analysis of policy implementation, teacher development, and socioeconomic factors is thorough and well-grounded in empirical evidence. The methodology section is clear, and the selection of literature is justified and current
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The references are sufficient, recent, and well-integrated into the discussion. They include a balanced mix of global and China-specific sources. To further enhance the manuscript’s global relevance, consider including one or two comparative perspectives from other regions facing similar urban-rural disparities (e.g., Sub-Saharan Africa, South Asia)
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The manuscript is written in scholarly English and is generally fluent. However, a professional proofreading pass is recommended to address minor syntactical and grammatical issues, such as article usage, verb agreement, and punctuation. This will further elevate the clarity and readability of the paper for an international audience
	

	Optional/General comments


	· Integrate a theoretical or conceptual framework, such as Bronfenbrenner’s ecological systems theory or Bourdieu’s capital theory, to deepen the analytical perspective and provide a stronger foundation for interpreting findings.

· Strengthen the linkage between each thematic finding and specific, equity-based policy recommendations to enhance the practical utility of the paper.

· Consider briefly discussing the potential for generalizing findings beyond the Chinese context, highlighting lessons or strategies relevant to other countries with similar educational challenges
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	Reviewer’s comment
	Author’s comment (if agreed with the reviewer, correct the manuscript and highlight that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in detail)

No ethical issues were identified. The study is a literature review and does not involve human or animal subjects
	

	Are there competing interest issues in this manuscript?
	No competing interests were noted in the manuscript
	

	If plagiarism is suspected, please provide related proofs or web links.
	No evidence of plagiarism was detected. The manuscript appears original and appropriately cited.
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	I declare that I have no competing interest as a reviewer.
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	Guideline
	MARKS of this  manuscript

	Give OVERALL MARKS you want to give to this manuscript 

( Highest: 10  Lowest: 0 )

Guideline: 

Accept As It Is: (>9-10)

Minor Revision: (>8-9)

Major Revision: (>7-8)

Serious Major revision: (>5-7)

Rejected (with repairable deficiencies and may be reconsidered): (>3-5)

Strongly rejected (with irreparable deficiencies.): (>0-3)
	7.5
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