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	PART  1: Comments



	
	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.
	Author’s Feedback (Please correct the manuscript and highlight that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript provides a detailed and location-specific assessment of ecotourism potentials and challenges in selected LGAs of Rivers State, Nigeria, an area that remains underexplored in scholarly literature. The authors highlighted biodiversity features, cultural practices, and accessibility of coastal and riverine areas, and the study contributes meaningfully to sustainable tourism discourse in sub-Saharan Africa. It offers insights into how natural and cultural assets can be harnessed for economic diversification, environmental conservation, and employment generation. The findings also serve as a baseline for further ecotourism planning and policy formulation in Nigeria and similar contexts elsewhere.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Yes, the title is suitable and accurately reflects the content and scope of the study.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is informative and outlines the study objectives, methods, and key findings. However, it would benefit from clearer articulation of the methods (e.g., sample size, data analysis techniques) and inclusion of 1–2 quantified results to enhance precision.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Yes, the manuscript is scientifically sound. It is well-structured and builds a strong narrative linking ecotourism features with conservation and development opportunities. The findings are appropriately discussed, though referencing could be expanded to include more recent ecotourism or coastal management literature.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The references are adequate but include several older sources. Incorporating more recent studies (from 2018 onward) on ecotourism, sustainable development, and environmental conservation, especially within the West African context, would improve the currency of the literature review.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The English is understandable, but the manuscript would benefit from careful language editing to improve clarity, grammar, punctuation, and flow, especially in the introduction and results sections.
	

	Optional/General comments


	The inclusion of photographs enhances the readability but kindly ensure you have ethical permission to use people’s picture as they are easily identifiable.
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