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	PART  1: Comments



	
	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.
	Author’s Feedback (Please correct the manuscript and highlight that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript fills a knowledge gap regarding how digital platforms, especially social media, enable the connection of rural agricultural producers with urban markets. The paper synthesizes a plethora of empirical works advertising social media marketing from various regions and regions helping in understanding the constraints and the potential of social media in agricultural marketing. This information helps bring about sustainable agricultural development, rural development, and digital inclusivity policies for sustainable development. Additionally, the manuscript brings to the fore a social media element that can significantly aid in bridging the income, access, and market participation gaps for the rural areas.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Yes, the title is generally suitable. However, it can be slightly refined for clarity and academic impact. A suggested alternative could be:

"Bridging the Rural-Urban Divide: A Systematic Review of Social Media's Role in Connecting Farmers to Urban Markets"

This makes the central theme more immediately clear to the reader.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	• Augmentation: Adding precise information regarding the figure of studies analyzed (21), the methodology (PRISMA framework), and the outcomes would help add context.  

• Clarification: Specify the reference for ‘all these’ in this statement, ‘among all these’ as it is not clear.  

• Omission: The sent y’e “It also helps in building proper relationships with urban better flow.  

Suggested modification to the abstract of the manuscripts:  

“This systematic review based on twenty-one peer-reviewed articles selected through the PRISMA framework focuses on the role of social media in providing access to markets, facilitating knowledge sharing, and supporting innovation among farmers in the rural areas.”The title is appropriate overall. But, there are some minor tweaks that can be added to maximize impact. For example, it could read:  

“Closing the Gap Between Rural Areas and Cities: A Systematic Review on the Role of Social Media in Linking Farmers with Urban Markets”  


	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The manuscript is scientifically valid. It is accompanied by a systematic literature review which is exemplarily detailed summarizing methods, range of the review, and inclusion criteria. The discussion is anchored to available literature and provides insight in an impartial way by analyzing merits and pitfalls.

More clarity on how analysis was done, if any thematic coding or software was employed, would help with clarity. Moreover, some form of critique evaluating the quality of the studies themselves would improve the rigor of the science.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	References - Sufficiency and

Recency

The manuscript references are generally accurate and current. Most of the works were published between 2020-2025, which shows the current research concerning the social media and agriculture market linkages. This makes the manuscript relevant to the modern developments in the agriculture industry and digitization. In addition, the reference's geographical coverage from South Asia, Sub-Saharan Africa, and Southeast Asia to some Western countries

broadens the scope of the research considerably.

In order to increase the research sophistication and to enrich the theoretical approach, the following items are suggested:

Suggestions for Additional References:

Foundational Theories:

•1 5G ⑥
Rogers, E. M. (2003). Diffusion of Innovations (5th edition). Free Press.

This work can offer a theoretical basis for understanding the adoption of social media among rural farmers.

Digital Divide and Rural Development:

Hilbert, M. (2011). Digital gender divide or technologically empowered women in developing countries? A typical case of lies, damned lies, and statistics. Women's Studies International Forum,

34(0),

479-489.

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.wsif.2011.07.001

This can be helpful in the analysis of the lack of digital literacy and gender related barriers to the use of social media.

Policy Perspective:

FAO. (2019). Digital technologies in agriculture and rural areas - Status report. Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations.

This will improve the implications of the policies section and demonstrate

coherence with

international approaches to agriculture.

Slight Observations:

Petrosyan's citation of Statista (2025) cites a commercial, non-peer-reviewed source. Though providing background, it does not bolster the authors' argument as it should be removed or substituted with more credible academic or institutional sources appropriate for scholarly writing.

Add references addressing the issues of misinformation or the challenges of digital literacy in rural areas as those are critical concerns raised in the manuscript.


	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The language is mostly clear and suitable for scholarly communication. That said, several grammatical and stylistic inconsistencies are present, such as awkward sentence structures, repetition, and informal phrasing. For instance:

• Replace "it has provided rural farmers access..." with "it has enabled rural farmers to access..."

• Avoid phrases like "in the simplest possible way" in scholarly writing.
	

	Optional/General comments


	• The use of the PRISMA framework is commendable and adds credibility to the methodology.

• Including the PRISMA flowchart was a strong addition; however, it would be beneficial to elaborate slightly on the inclusion/exclusion criteria in the text.

• Consider incorporating a brief policy implications section to guide real-world application of the findings.

This manuscript addresses an important and timely topic on the role of social media in connecting rural farmers with urban markets. It is well-structured, methodologically sound, and draws from recent and diverse sources. Minor revisions are needed to improve the clarity of the abstract, enhance language quality, and strengthen the theoretical foundation. Overall, it makes a valuable contribution to agricultural and

rural development research.
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	Reviewer’s comment


	Author’s comment (if agreed with the reviewer, correct the manuscript and highlight that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in detail)
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