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	PART  1: Comments



	
	Reviewer’s comment
	Author’s Feedback (Please correct the manuscript and highlight that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	1. "The article is well-written and effectively structured, making it easy to follow the research objectives, methodology, and findings."
2. "The comparative analysis of rural and urban areas is well-executed, with clear and meaningful insights."
3. "The presentation of tables have enhanced the readability of the findings and supports the conclusions effectively."

	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Yes
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	It is suitable
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	"The manuscript's content aligns precisely with the title, 'Financial Planning and Investment Behavior of Salaried Households: A Comparative Study of Rural and Urban Areas.' The comparative framework is effectively implemented, and the findings are relevant to the stated objectives. The study is scientifically robust, offering meaningful insights into the financial behaviors of salaried households across rural and urban contexts. Furthermore, the use of appropriate methodologies and sound data analysis ensures the validity of the conclusions drawn. Overall, this is a well-executed study that contributes significantly to the literature on financial planning and investment behavior."


	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The literature review is thorough; however, the number used is minimal (5), you could have incorporating more from emerging economies which could further strengthen the study's relevance.
Suggested:

· Barberis and Thaler (2003): Discusses behavioral finance applications in individual investment behaviors.

· Aker and Mbiti (2010): Explores mobile phones' transformative role in financial inclusion in developing countries.

· Chironga et al. (2017): Discusses mobile banking's impact on savings and investments in Africa.

· Banerjee and Duflo (2011): Discuss how poverty and socioeconomic structures influence financial choices.

· World Bank (2014): Global Findex Database: Offers insights into financial inclusion, savings, and credit behavior worldwide.

· Lusardi and Mitchell (2014): Explores the role of financial literacy in investment and retirement planning.

· Demirgüç-Kunt et al. (2018): Discusses financial inclusion's global trends and policy implications.


	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	Yes
	

	Optional/General comments


	This article has provide data-driven insights using surveys, to highlight the differences and propose strategies to improve financial planning and investment behaviors across two different settings.
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	Reviewer’s comment
	Author’s comment (if agreed with reviewer, correct the manuscript and highlight that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in details)
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