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	PART  1: Comments



	
	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.
	Author’s Feedback (Please correct the manuscript and highlight that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	The manuscript provides an insightful analysis of the trends and future projections of India's startup ecosystem. The study is significant as it highlights the impact of government policies, digital adoption, and venture capital funding on startup growth. The usage of various forecasting models such as Linear Regression, ARIMA, Exponential Smoothing, and Holt-Winters Exponential Smoothing adds to the robustness of the study. The findings suggest that startup growth will continue despite a slight decline in recent years, indicating a maturing market. The study is relevant to policymakers, investors, and entrepreneurs looking to understand India's startup landscape.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Yes, the title accurately reflects the content of the manuscript. However, a slight refinement such as “Startup Growth in India: Current Trends, Challenges, and Future Projections” may enhance clarity.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is well-structured and provides a clear summary of the study. However, the methodology section could be more detailed by briefly mentioning the statistical techniques used. Additionally, stating key policy implications in the abstract would strengthen its impact.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Yes, the manuscript is scientifically sound. The use of forecasting models such as ARIMA, Exponential Smoothing, and Holt-Winters is appropriate and well-explained. However, some methodological details such as model validation techniques (e.g., cross-validation) could be elaborated further.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The references are adequate and include recent sources. However, the inclusion of more recent articles from 2023-2024 on startup ecosystem trends would enhance the literature review. Additionally, citations from internationally recognized sources such as World Bank reports or OECD studies on startups could be valuable.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The manuscript is well-written with clear and concise language. However, there are minor grammatical errors and some awkward sentence structures that could be improved. A professional proofreading would enhance readability.
	

	Optional/General comments


	· The study would benefit from a discussion on regional disparities in startup growth across different states in India.

· Including graphical representations or heat maps to visualize state-wise startup distributions could enhance readability.

· Policy recommendations based on the findings should be explicitly stated in the conclusion.

No ethical issues were identified in this manuscript. The study is based on secondary data sources

No competing interest issues were found.

No plagiarism concerns were noted. However, a plagiarism check is recommended before final publication.
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in details)
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